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Start With What You Know



























Gather Your Clues



Talk with your family!

List your relatives 

Ask questions

Share family stories

Check family documents

Find out what is already known



Key Information

• Dates – birth, marriage, death

• Nicknames, alternate names, alternate spellings

• Siblings and parents names

• Locations where ancestors lived



Organize by Family and Generation

• Siblings and their parents

• Identify the generations



Key Records



Records - Obituaries

• Published in newspapers

• 21st, 20th, and late 19th centuries

• Death date and location

• May list children, siblings, 
parents

• May list birth date and location



Records - Census

• Every ten years, 1790 – 1950

• 1790-1840, names head of family 
only

• 1850, begin listing all family members

• Enslaved persons listed by “owner”

• Before 1900, few Native peoples  
included

• Name files closed 72 years



Records - City Directories

• Published annually or biannually

• Businesses and Residents

• Occupations 



“Vital Records”

• Birth, Death, Marriage, Divorce

• Rules vary by state 

• Access may be restricted to family 
members.

• WI first required October 1, 1907



Super Sites and Crowdsourcing



AncestryLibrary (at Hedberg Public Library)



Heritage Quest (through BadgerLink)



FindAGrave.com



FamilySearch.org



Legacy.com



Newspapers
• Library Databases

• Newspapers.com

• Newspaper Archive

• Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers

• Newspapers on microfilm

• Request microfilm from other 
communities through 
InterLibrary Loan.



Hedberg’s Obituary Index

• Indexes Janesville Gazette obituaries 
and death notices.

• January 1973 - into 2023.

• Card file for pre-1907 obituaries in 
the Janesville Room.

• Ask the public library in your 
ancestor’s town what recourses they 
have available!



Challenges



Challenges

• Census Before 1850

• Name Changes

• Immigration

• Border changes

• Native American Ancestors

• Enslaved Ancestors

• Illegal Immigration

• Non-compliance





HedbergPublicLibrary.org
Research Tools



On Research Tools
Click Research Databases



Research Databases

Newspaper Archive Hedberg library card

Newspapers.com Any WI library card

Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers Any WI library card

Heritage Quest Any WI library card

Ancestry Library in library only



Research Tools



Local History



Local History Resources

Obituary Index

High School Yearbook Database

Local History Database

Janesville’s Past

Janesville City Directories (1857 – 1931)

other digitized local history materials



InterLibrary Loan

• InterLibrary Loan requests by email, phone, or at the service desk.  

• Have the title, author, and other information about the item ready.   

• If you are requesting newspaper microfilm we also need to know the 
date of the paper you need.

• Genealogy items may be restricted to library use only.

• Due dates are controlled by the lending library.



Ask Your Librarian!
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